SIPAPU SERVICE TRIFP REPORT

TriP Dates: June 5-12, 2010

Attendees: Paula Givan, THOTH Peru, Jennifer Schofield, SIPAPU Committee Member, Bonnie
Glass-Coffin, SIPAPU Committee Member

Cnronologq of Trip

Sat. June 5“‘) arrival at Puerto Maldonado airPor’c‘ Met bg Paula. In af:ternoon, orientation with
Paula about her role/activities with THOTH Peru rcPresentative over last 18 months. Shadowed
Paula as she visited radio station to radio uPriver to caretaker at RLP... gainec] goocl

understanding of the intricacies and time she must sPencl coorc]inating movement up and down

river to get his Provisions. Visit to local market to get Provisions. Evening rest at CasaQuinta

hotel.

Sun. June 6th, morning, departure via Puerto Maldonado with Victor Bolivar on rented peque-
peque. Good discussions with Paula on the way about the clﬂa”enges of managing BOTH La
Torre and RLP...and more about the intricacies of her role. Paula discussed one anecdote with
us about i“cgal logging oPeration that was threatcninga corner of the RLP land that she had to
deal with on an emergency basis while trying to keep things running at La Torre. Hers is MORE
than ) full timejobs‘ _.don’t know how she has been able to do it all. Afternoon arrival at Inotawa
eco-lodge, 20 minutes down river from THOTH land. Brief ceremony on the trail heading up to
the lodge and decp connection felt with the trees who stand watch over this area of the

rainforest. Dinner and cvcning rest.

Mon. June 7th, morning visit to land. Brief ceremony on the land. Use of florida water and other
waters not recommended. . tends to attract wasps and other s’cinging creatures. Smoking
tobacco is much more in keeping with local tradition and with eco-system needs. Structure
welcomed us in absence of caretaker. Structure is full of wasps, termites, Probabig has
venomous snakes per Victor. It needs a new roof, yet otherwise cluite solid looking. Tearing it
down will be difficult because of the animal life that has taken up residence there. Also, concern
is that when it is torn down, the still usable lumber may “disappear” as neighbors help themselves

to the wood. Fina”g, the structure gives a good presence on the land and indicates that it is in



use, which is hclpxcu! since there is not a caretaker in residence at the moment. Walked the land
with Paula, Victor and Jennifer to idcntiFg trees, to familiarize ourselves with trail system, and to
learn about the incredible cliversitg of medicinal and food Plants on the property. Victor was a
wealth of information about natural Plant remedies, including PIant that is used as an antidote
for Pit viPcr venom. Drank water from paca P[ant. The forest Provides all that is needed for
survival.. .wejust need to learn of its bountg from those who live and work here. Late afternoon

return to Inotawa Eco—lodge.

Tues. June Sth, breakfast with Ramon delucdi, Proprietor of Inotawa loclgc Good overview
about the Politics and “Players” who are living and wor‘cing in this section of the rainforest. Good
discussion also about cleve!ol:)ment that is happening on the Tres Chimbadas lake) discussion of
who the neighbors are and what their attitudes are about rainforest conservation, about
Ramon’s role in awakeninga consciousness about conservation and collaboration among river
neighbors, about the cha”enges ogjoin ownership that Posadas Amazonas has faced, and much
more...Afternoon visit to the land to host meeting with neighbor& No one showed up. Visited a
couple of Properties acﬁacent to the land to see if neighbors were home...no one there. Visited
health post, school, and the compouncl where Rolando Suico and Familg have their compound.
Looked )Cairly overgrown. There was evidence of a new structure that stands to one side that
Ramon had commented the Suico Familg was builcling to accommodate tourists who wanted to
Par’cicipate in “residential” tourism program. This also looked gairly overgrown. Afternoon return

to Inotawa Eco~lodge.

Wed. June 9%, visit to Tres Chimbadas lake. lmpressecl with the state of the trail and
accommodations for visitors that Inotawa, Posadas Amazonas, Explorers Inn, and one other
eco-lodge went together to fund. There are good stcps up from the river’s edge. The trail is
WIDE. There are bathrooms. There is a welcome station and sign. There is substantial investment
of time, money and continued presence on the land to keep these trails clean. Did ceremony on
the lake and made o#erings. The gjant river otters responclecl Positivelg, coming clirectlg towards
our catamaran from across the lake and Plaging with the catamaran, slﬁowing us how thcy enjog
their food, basking on exPosed logs in the sun, even P!aging at the side of the boat, for almost
half an hour. What a blessingl Felt like a real emergence happening HERE, NOW! Late afternoon

return to Inotawa to discuss the dag, have clinner, and rest.



Thur. June 10t early morning visit to the land to make the Corazon del Curandero sign, to walk

the land one more time, to make a final decision about the structure (not advisable to tear down
at this time for reasons mentioned above) ,to harvest oranges from the Prol;)ertg, to walk the
trails again to collect forest medicine for Bonnie’s knee, to make and offer the group despacho,
and to say gooclbgc for now to this beautiful Placc. It is amazing how fast the Plants grow. Took
a Picture of a tree that Karen had Plan’cecl last year on service ’criP. ithad grown more than
feetina year. There is need for constant attention and PRESENCE on this land! Late

afternoon departure (with sign in Place) for Inotawa Iodge. Final dinner and rest.

ri. June ch, ear[3 morning, deParture downriver to Puerto Maldonado. Discussion with Paula

and Jennifer about insights gained on the triP and coordination of recommendations for next
stcPs (tl‘lcsc are listed in separa’ce section below). Saw several c]ragas (gold mining boats that
use mercury to congeal gold, Po”uting air with fumes as tlﬂeg do). Afternoon and evening in

Puerto Maldonado. Said goodbye to Paula. Rest at CasaQuinta.

Sat. June 12&7, ear[3 morning, deParture via StarPeru for Lima.
The Land

Structure of the land will change immeasurab!g when the briclge at Puerto Maldonado is
comPIe’ced in the next 4 months. This is the last “unfinished” Piece of the Southern Inter-oceanic
l']iglﬁwag...wlﬁic]ﬁ will run within a few km of the La Torre land and within 50 km of the RLP land.
There is alrcad9 considerable drugtragicking up and down completecl sections of the road near
RLF, accordingto Paula. The land we visited at La Torre clearly needs constant human presence,
both energetica“g and [ogistica”g. Paths were overgrown, wasps and other stingy things had
taken over structure, oranges were rotting on the ground. After we had sPent some dags on the
!ancl, it felt better. Energetica”y there was a sense of “agni” injust our BEING Presen’c on the
land that all of us felt.

The Community

As Paula had mentioned, the kind of “communitg” that exists on the river is much different than

we often think of when envisioning this term. First of all itis very “itinerant” with many folks who
have sma”/mid sized farms and/or cattle tcnding to live in Puerto Maldonado cxce[:)t when theg
come up river to harvest and take crops downriver. Second of a”, as Ramon was able to share

with us, the Population is made up of migrants to the area. The “oldest” and most established



families ([ike the Suicos who live near the THOTH [and, and Possiblg even many of the
“comunidad inc]igcna” of Infierno) are descended from rubber tappers who migrated in to work
as wage laborers cluring the rubber boom of the mid to late 1800’s. More recentlg, families have
been migrating from the higHanc]s of Peru to work Brazil nut harves’cs) to homesteacl, to farm, to
raise cattle, to engage in i”egal extraction activities such as gold mining or hardwood extraction,
to build cco~loclges and get involved in eco-tourism (Ramon deluccis Familg is an cxamplc)‘
Victor Bolivar (our boa’cman) is also an example of someone who migratecl from the higHands
(Qui”abamba, near Cusco)just 14 years ago to work the Brazil nut harvest. While not indigenous
(either in terms of blood lines or in terms of his relationship to this land) he had clcarlg
developed a sense of Place and rcla’cionsl’xip with the rainforest in the years that he has been
there as evidenced by his amazing know[eclge of the medicinal and food Plants acﬁacent to the
Paths we walked toge’cher. The first dag, he must have Pointec] out more than 50 useful Plants in
the forest, including those that could serve as a Poultice to reduce swe”ing in arthritic knees
(whic}ﬂ Bonnie exPerienced first hand when he gat]’xerecl resin from various trees and applied this
Poultice to her knee on the last clag of our visit). He also told us about a Plant that is an antidote
to Pit~viPcr venom. When Bonnie asked how he knew of this Plant he simpig said, “well, my
brother was bit on» separate occasions bg venomous snakes and he didn’t die. Onlg the first
time did he even gotoa health clinic...the second and third times, hejust relied on the anti-
venom. That’s how I know it works.” So, even though Victor is bg no means incligenous) the
wealth of his knowledge has grown exponcntia”g and expericntia”g with his on-going
rclationship with the forest. Our presence on the land brought out that knowleclge in ways that
allowed him to take Pricle in this knowleclge and to recognize the value of his skill set. He came
out of his shell as we talked and walked toge’ther over the clags we were on the land together. He
exPresscd interest in deve[oping his own vocation as a curandero. He engaged in liveig
conversation about love vrs. fear based aPProac"les to healing in the Amazon and asked many
questions aboutjust what the “corazon del curandero” means and does. Hisjog and increasing
awareness of the value of his knowleclge is apparent on the videos and in the Pic’cures we took

over our time together.

One of the goals of our triP was to “connect with communitg"’ Although the neighbors we had
]"IOPCCI to visit (including the caretaker) were unavailable to us cluring our stay, we did have a

very ]'lellmcul conversation with Ramon delucdi, who is the ProPrietor of Inotawa Eco~|odge. He

is one of the founders of AMTUSET and explained that when he arrived in the region about 14



years ago to build the locigeJ he became interested in interacting with neighbors above and below

the area where Inotawa was built to resolve issues common to all.

One of the main issues he engaged neigtibors around was that of rainforest conservation, which
is his Passion‘ One ttiing he noticed when he arrived was that many migrants to the regjon had no
concept of conservation...ttirowing their trash outside their comPouncls, claiming “Protecteci”
trees w/i reserves and butter zones as “guardadito” (saved) to be illega”9 cut down wt‘ien an
unanticiPatec] expense would arise (iii<e uniforms for school or medicines for someone in the
tamiiy who falls ill) ...he decided to begin conversations with these neigtibors about how to use

eco-tourism as an aPProacti that would Provicie alternatives to more i”egai extractive economies.

This was the beginning of AMTUSET. But, in the beginning of the organization, folks began
bici(ering about who could become members of the organization (and who could, therefore, sign
concession requests). At first, there was the suggestion that only those who LIVED on the river
should be named as Partners in AMTUSET. But, as most neighbors live in Puerto Maldonado
and onlg come to their Propertg to harvest tree crops, they needed other criteria. It was decided
that those who held titled land could ParticiPate. However, there was a sPlit between those who
had lived for more than a generation on the river and more recent migrants. The former did not
genera”g tiave titied Property because inheritance customs were sucti that ttie Parents (wtio
were titled) had Passed land on to chilciren, without ctwanging titles. By contrast, those who had
lived on the land for less than a generation, genera”9 coming, from the mountains, did have title
to their iand, and had a hard time understanding wtig everyone woulc]/si‘iould not. So, the two
groups tougtit about the imPortance of actua”g being able to Procluce a title as requisite to
t)eing named a partner in AMTUSET.

As a result of this clisagreement) AMTUSET sPiit into two grouPs...ttie recent immigrants formed
their own association, led bg a Sr. Caceres, and called “Asociacion de Moradores de La Torre.”
For many years, AMTUSET (which was mainiy made up of folks who've lived on the river for
more than a generation) and this new association (ot mainlg tiighlancl migrants) tougtit.
Recentlg, tiﬁeg have begun to mend fences and settle ditterences, in Part) due to SOCCER,
which Ramon and Rolando Suico tielped to organize. Tt‘iey worked to clear the local soccer field
so that folks wouldrn’t have to go downriver to Puerto Maldonado to Piag, and organizeci
tournaments. As a result of ti'iis, PeoPIe fro the two groups are beginning to come together and
sPeak again.



One of the areas of common interest has been around the access to the Tres Chimbadas Lal(c,
as Ramon exP!aincd to us. The buffer zone (around the lake itself) is not open to concession
requests. However, areas a bit farther away are. At one Point, he (as Proprietor of Inotawa) and
several other loclge owners (including Posadas Amazonas, which isjointlg owned bg the native
community of Infierno and Forcign owned Rainforest Expeclitions) decided tojointlg ask fora
concession that would gjve access to the lake on one side. He was unlﬁappg to find that after
theg did the Preliminarg Paperwork and the studies necessary to request the concession, that
the Infierno community simplg did an end run around the rest of the loclge owners and asked for
the concession themselves. This, togcthcr with the rather unscrupu[ous ways that emplogces of
the Posadas Amazonas (Ramon sPeaks From 1Cirst I’xand lmowledge since l’lC used to work asa
guicle for that organization) have of spencling their year end bonuses on chain-saws to i”ega”g
cut down trees and on mining activities, makes him skep’cica[ of the model that Amanda Stronza
clevelopec{ with Posadas Amazonas ?orjoint ownership is sufficient to rea“g create an attitude of
conservation among stakeholders in eco-tourism ventures. It would be goocl to have a
conversation with Amanda about this...and her recent e-mail replg tomy inc]uirg suggests that
sheis very interest in engaging in conversations with us around the best way to involve local
communitg/neighbors in SiPaPu) Clear in Ramon’s conversation with us was the undertone of
competition between lodges, as well as the need for solutions that folks can bug into that will
Privilege conservation and tourism over entrel:)reneurial extractive activities like mining and
Iogging (some ideas about how to encourage this culture of conservation are listed be!ow).
However, even eco~lodges are not always “clean)” as is witnessed by the “turf” wars lﬁaPPening

around Tres Chimbadas lake.

Curren’cly, the Mayor of Puerto Maldonado, whose last name is Bocange!, has facilitated his own
ability to get a concession on the far side of the lake for construction of a mammoth eco—loclge.
He is also doing cvcrgthing in his power to shut down access from the side of the lake whcrejoint
access is still Possible (this is the access we used). His lodge is on the side of the lake that is
suPPosecl to be “off limits” to visitors because of the habitat requirements of the giant river
otters, 36’: his Pohtical power in the region (ancl the fact that his office has to give the aPProval
for Paperwork to gain concession rights before it moves forward to regional and national level
offices) has complicate& rclationships around the lake. Furthermore, there is an “outside
influence” from Lima who is in the process of trying to obtain access to the lake from the soon-

to—be—completecl trans-oceanic highwag...which is even MORE sensitive in terms of habitat



destruction than is the Bocangcl lodge...Ramon is very frustrated with the Poiitics around lake

access, to be sure.

What DID become clear from this conversation with Ramon, thougl'i, is his amazing, skill set in
organizing local community members and in negotiating sticky Politicai situations. As his Passion
is conservation and education he would be a gooci a”g anda gooci asset to THOTH as we move
forward in this regjon. He continues to try to bring AMTUSET members togetiﬁer for Projects
that include installation of water catchment systems, discussions about electrification oPtions,
and discussions about insta”ing sat~Pi'ionc and internet uplinks (w]'iich do not currcrit|9 exist in
the area). A” ot these wouic] suPPort sustainable, communitg based—eco—tourism as we” as
Protecting the forest 139 keeping folks from cutting down trees when theg need money for
emergency situations. He is also a facilitator for discussions about tostering residential tourism
oPtions for many local families so that thcg can have an alternative to cutting down tree gants
(even Brazil Nut and lronwoocb in times of trouble as theg host tourists looking for a cultural

CXPCriCﬂCC as WC” as an ccoiogical one.

Fina”g, in the discussions with Ramon, it was clear that Practical expedienc9 is what rules the dag
on this part of the river. Even other eco-tourism lodgc ProPrietors engage in i”egal goicl mining
on the river and he knows of at least ) Portabic sawmills that have been set up bg folks who claim
to be Practicing “eco-conservation.” What matters is getting enough income to put food on the
table and most folks look at short-term rather than long~term solutions because theg are
expedicnt and Practica[. For them to look at long term solutions tavorablg, there has to be pay-
off in the short-run as well. Also, folks have to be stakeholders in the process of conservation,
which oniy occurs when they are involved in decision making. Ramon’s actions have done much to
create a sense of stakehoidcrsiﬂip among ncighbors and one way to continue building
Partnersl'iips among, ncighbors would be to encourage more tourism (cspccia”y residential
tourism or “turismo vivencial”) in the area. Currentig, on19 about 7% of folks who visit Cusco take

the 57 minute tiight from Cusco to Puerto Maldonado.

Ramon feels that Putting in a satellite uPiink so that internet and sat-[:)hone communication
between folks here and each other as well as the outside world would both heiP build
Partnersl'iips and would encourage more tourists to come to the regjon. The c]ucstion he poses
is kcg: what steps will encourage more folks to come this way and to engage in activities that

contribute to conservation rather than destruction of the rainforest? with the completion of the



highwag looming (the bridge over Madre de Dios river at Puerto Maldonado is the onlg Par’c of
the trans-oceanic I‘lighway thatis yetto be comPlctcd and itis onlg about 4-5 months from
being finished) Finclir\g ways to get folks to the regjon who have the right ethics is even more
impor’cant than ever. Residential/ cultural tourism is one oPtion. Another is eco-tourism that
utilizes knowlcdge of local elders like Victor (W]’]O learned his Plant lore from an incligcnous
medicine man when he was Participating in the Brazil nut harvest many years ago). As more
People show up who are interested in the wealth of Plant and animal lore, in the traditions that
local residents know and use, in the stories of their lives as theg have interacted with the river
and the forest, more local folks will see the value of this knowledge and will gain access to dollars

that will kcep them from cutting down the forest.

The Construction

Local materials for building are readilg available and folks like Ramon have used these materials
to }Duild beauthcul structures. Best structures seem to be t]’lOSC that have goocl airxqow w/ onlg
halﬁ]ﬂeight walls and open space rather than windows btn inside and out. However, f windows
and screens are not used, it should be expec’ced that animals will share space with humans.
(Jennifer and 1 had some Personal cxpcrience with this in our room at Inotawa lodgc..animal(s)
deﬁnitelg “bigger than a breadbox” slﬂaring quarters with us cluring the nig]’xt). One tlﬂingl
noticed with structures is that theg are raised off the forest floor to help keep bugs n humans
scparatc‘ Another thing I noticed is that kitchens tend to be seParated from living quarters (at
least in largcr structures) . After our exPericnce with nighbprowling animals in our room, | can
see whg ) Yet another t]'ling to keep in mind is that if there are no humans caring for the
structures, theg quicklg can get overrun bg crit’cers...inclu&ing Poisonous snakes. Clearingthe
undergrowth is an on~goingtas‘< and areas that have been cleared for human habitation and
then have grown back in are notorious!y dangerous P!accs to tread...one more reason to raise
the Hloors. In the case of the current builcling, a new roof and raised floor would be a goocl first
steP and would make more sense than ’cearing down what is currentlg there. OR if tear down of
current structure is viewed as Prfncerab[c, it makes sense to do tear-down and building at the
same time so the land does not appear abandoned and so that the usable lumber does not
clisaPPear to neig"]bor comPouncls as it lies on the grouncl...even the compost Pits that the last

service triP clug have clisaPPeared since last summer-...



THOTH Role
Ttwrougnout tnejourneg, we discussed how best to interact with community, land, and
Protessionals as a Heart of the Healer Community. And this ctiPPecl into discussions on the role
of the THOTH Peru representative, the manager of THOTH Peru, and those who come to visit
or stay on the land as emissaries of THOTH, or El Corazon Del Curandero. Essentia”% the
tootprint is the keg to rePresentation and influence. How do THOTH emissaries interact with
community, land, and Protessionals who will t‘:etp build the ceremonial and residential space
there? As Earth Stewards, as those who identitg with SIPAPU as a dream, a vision, and a realitg,
how do we best interact with What IS there on the river, there on the land? From our one-week
service triP, from the discussions with Paula and Ramon, their stories, and our own exPerience of
setting space for neignbors who are elsewhere, the answer is “caretu“y, Pragertu“y." Core
Group Pioneers who attend the land and the community bg Presenting themselves for a time at
La Torre, whether theg stay at Inotawa while the La Torre structure is being modified, need much
prayer, readiness, and support. Every THOTH member can assist with setting the energetics for
the transformational work that is sure to occur while encountering la selva so immecliatelg. As an
organization, we have a name and a mission, a network of luminous strands, and those who live at
La Torre will be wraPPed satelg in this field. And we progress with Plans for bui!ding on the land
AS A RELATIONSHIP with the community, the land, and the creatures and Plants tiving onit.
Thank you everyone connected with this for the work you have c]one, space you have created
and neld, and for inte”igence and love you bring to every soul who shows up to BE the dream.

Mag these words structure the realitg we simu[taneouslg dream. A HO!

Submitted bg Bonnie Glass-Coffin and Jennifer Sct]otield, with inPut from Paula Givan, Ramon

del ucci and Victor Bolivar



